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Tony Hutchison receives Chris Jones Award 

Date : 05 / 05 / 2009  Author : Michael Owen - VK3KI  

Tony Hutchison VK5ZAI is the WIA ARISS Coordinator and ARISS Coordinator for the Asia 

Pacific Region.  

 

Tony says that ARISS, Amateur Radio on International Space Station is a positive way of 

introducing our hobby of amateur radio to students, and others throughout the world by 

demonstrating how itôs used to communicate with the crews on the International Space Station.  

 

During the year eight schools in the region took part in scheduled link ups with the ISS crews, 

including three from New Zealand and the rest from Australia.  

 

The value of Tonyôs contribution to amateur radio and the WIA was recognised by the 

presentation of the Chris Jones Award at the Open Forum following the WIAôs Annual General 

Meeting at the Gippsland Campus of Monash University, Churchill on 2nd May 2009.  

 

The award is a handsome glass plaque and presenting the award to Tony, WIA President 

Michael Owen VK3KI read the inscription which is ñThe Chris Jones Award honours the 

memory of a man who was dedicated to the advancement of amateur radio and whose unfailing 

commitment and vision led to a new Wireless Institute of Australia and whose unfailing courtesy 

and genuine friendliness is fondly remembered by all who knew him.ò  

 

Tony accepted the award, thanking all those who had supported ARISS. 

The K7RA Solar Update (May 8, 2009) -- A Solar Cycle 23 spot appeared for two days -- 

April 29-30 -- in an area that soon rotated out of view. Sunspot numbers were 15 and 12, but for 

the last seven days, we haven't seen any spots. This may end soon -- we get the advance word 

because of the STEREO mission, which is gradually able to see more and more of the sun not 

visible from Earth. On May 5-6, the STEREO B satellite was able to see an eruption from an 

active region around the eastern edge of the Sun, outside of our view. If sunspots emerge, they 

will be Solar Cycle 24 spots, due to their relatively high latitude. 

Working Bee 

The following photos are indicative of the work undertaken on Sunday 17
th
 May when a small 

group of members worked hard to get the Club shack up to a very impressive standard.  The 

photos are courtesy of Barry VK5KBJ who is conspicuous by his absence from the photos. 
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Shack Opening [courtesy of Barry VK5KBJ] 

 

 
 

 

Club Reporter 

The club has a need for a member to volunteer to be our reporter. SCARC needs to 

promote its activities and one of the most efficient ways of doing this is articles on 

recent club events such as the working bee/shack opening. These would be sent to 

the AR magazine. There are photos of both events to illustrate what went on.  

Let Graham VK5GCT or Barry VK5KBJ know if you can help. 
 

 

 

Graham Thomas VK5GCT SCARC Secretary 

 

 

 


